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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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a)EI All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

This communication is in response to the communication filed 12/09/2003. 
Pending claim(s): 1-5. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of Applicant's claim for priority to application 2002- 
370024 filed in Japan on 12/20/2002. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/09/2003 is entered 
and considered by Examiner. 

Examiner notes that the reference cited therein has some illegible portions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim(s) 1-5 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brown (5960403). 
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As per claim 1 , Brown teaches a system (Abstract) capable of display statistical 
patient data (column 8 line 23), comprising: 

(a) a local patient database capable of storing patient data (column 13 line 35- 
37), wherein the patient data comprises: 

(a) physical characteristics of the patient measured by a plurality of 
metering device in communication with the local patient (column 8 line 42-49, Figure 3 
label 420, Figure 1A label 16, 20, 22); 

(b) device measurements (Figure 4 label 540) from a plurality of 
monitoring devices (It is inherent that the system comprises data specifying the 
communication protocol used with each respective monitoring device) (column 4 line 66 
to column 5 line 25, Figure 1A label 16, 20, 22); 

(b) software means capable of generating statistical data obtained from the 
monitored patient data (column 8 line 19-25); 

(c) network communication means capable of transmitting the monitored data to 
a clinician computer (Figure 9), wherein the clinician computer is capable of graphically 
displaying statistical data from the monitored data (column 15 line 16-29, Figure 10-11). 

As per claim 2, Brown teaches that the system is capable of producing data 
views for glucose and peak flow monitoring devices (column 15 line 16-29, Figure 10- 
1 1 ), wherein the glucose measurements are measured by a blood glucose monitor 
(column 4 line 66 to column 5 line 3, Figure 1 label 16) and the peak flow measurement 
are measured by a peak-flow meter (column 5 line 4-16). Brown further teaches that 
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other types of monitors may be used (column 5 line 16-25), thereby producing data 
views comprising statistical inferences for each type of monitor, as discussed above and 
incorporated herein. 

As per claim 3, Brown teaches a plurality of types of monitor as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 2 above, and incorporated herein. 

It is noted that each type of monitor measures data by a different method, i.e. 
blood sample for a blood glucose meter, breathing method for a peak-flow meter, etc., 
and is therefore considered to be "represent respective physical-information obtaining 
methods carried out by the physical-information obtaining devices". 

As per claim 4, Brown teaches that a clinician at a clinician computer may 
download (column 16 line 35-39) and analyze patient data in the manner described in 
the rejection of claim 2 above, and incorporated herein (also column 16 line 40-53). 

It is noted that the clinician downloading and analyzing is considered to be "an 
instruction signal". 

As per the set of claim(s): 5, this set of claim is rejected for substantially the 
same rationale as applied to the rejection of the set of claim(s): 1 , respectively, and 
incorporated herein. 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,901 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3626 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Tacklind (5549117) teaches a device capable of monitoring and report patient 
physiologic data. 

Brown (5832448) teaches a system capable of monitoring patient physiologic 
data for a plurality of patients and reporting to a physician. 

Tyuluman (5924073) teaches a system capable of performing statistical analysis 
on patient data to determine a plurality of metrics. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
Examiner should be directed to Tran N. Nguyen (Ken) whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1310. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 
pm, Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, Examiner's 
Supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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ROBERT W. MORGAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



